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Spring Brings “Bloomquist” to Mind 

 
April 1st is the anniversary of Milly Bloomquist’s birth and a special day for volunteers, staff and 
community members who support the mission of the nonprofit, Milly’s Pantry, started in her honor. This 
year’s spring reopening the “Milly’s Market and Café” on Main Street in Penn Yan features a new name, 
an updated look and new merchandise – the first step towards an expanded strategic vision for the 
historic Odd Fellows Hall building that houses the organization. 
 
The Market (formerly known as The Pinwheel Market) was opened in 2008 as a social enterprise 
designed to support the programs of Milly's Pantry, a nonprofit organization that addresses food 
insecurities and school readiness for children throughout Yates County.  Milly’s Panty provides weekend 
food "backpacks" throughout the county to help combat childhood food insecurity and free school supplies 
for children in need to promote educational readiness.  Since opening the organization has distributed 
more than 206,000 bags of food and more than 7,800 backpacks filled with school supplies to Yates 
County children. 
  
This year's desire to "refresh" the look of the Market with a new paint job snowballed into a community 
project to update the lighting, displays and equipment with the volunteer labor and in-kind support of 
many community members. A design team coordinated hundreds of volunteer hours, in-kind services and 
financial support to refresh the Market area. The new look is a first step towards changes which will 
include increased accessibility throughout the building thanks to partial funding for an elevator through the 
Downtown Revitalization Initiative grant and a new strategic plan for the organization. 
 
We are particularly grateful to Lori Fleet, Sam Castner, Jen Hoke, Anna, Emma and Eva Fleet, Piper 
Castner, Kyle Wheeler, Nate Wright, Fran and Ray Willis, Anne Meyer-Wilber, Dave Mastroberti, Chuck 
Georgia, Char Wilkinson, Bradley Pielaw, Andrea Cornett, Marely Feriateon, Kelley Reynolds, Jackson 
Arnold, Carter Bentley, Irene Worth, Sharon Osborne, Scott Steele, Pauline Young, Bob Kayes, Dave 
Kayes, Mike and Karen Marshall, Diane Irwin, Deborah Koop, Paulina and Nina Reed and everyone else 
who has taken the time to show their support for the mission of Milly’s Pantry.  A special thanks too to 
Pinckney Hardware, Bee Hive Antiques, Habitat for Humanity, Lowes Hardware (Waterloo), Schuler 
Electric Corp (Painted Post), ServU Credit Union (Painted Post), the Penn Yan Moose Club, the Penn 
Yan Elks and The Lions Foundation for all they have done to support this process.  
 
What once started as a donation jar, a coffee pot and a desire to continue the decades of philanthropic 
service to Yates County that was integral to Milly Bloomquist continues to grow because of the kindness, 
generosity and desire of local and area residents to help local children and families in need. 
 
Stop by the Market at 19 Main Street in Penn Yan and see what’s new.   
 
For more information contact Denise Shay, Executive Director at millyspantry@millyspantry.org 
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